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Christian Consumerism
A Book Review of William T. Cavanaugh's Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire
by Sam Andress
What does it mean to live Christianly in the consumer culture of late capitalism? While there 
are numerous recent books out critiquing consumerism and materialism, many from an evangeli­
cal persuasion, Catholic moral theologian, William T. Cavanaugh offers a penetrating analysis that goes
beyond scratching the surface. That he does so in one hun­
dred pages while interacting with the likes of Augustine, 
Aquinas, Hans Urs von Balthasar, and John Paul II is all 
the more impressive. In Being Consumed: Economics and 
Christian Desire, Cavanaugh puts forth the thesis that, 
rather than setting up an ‘either or between blessing 
or damning the ‘free market’,” a theological micro­
economics is needed which can posture 
Christians “in concrete alternative 
practices” in order to create eco­
nomic space “marked by the 
body of Christ.” W ith the 
Eucharist emerging as 
the central alternative 
practice, the proposal 
takes shape through 
a four-fold analysis 




In the United 
States, the word 
freedom is thrown 
around a lot, in 
relation to freedom 
of the press, democ­
racy or the market.
But when is a market 
free? This question is ad­
dressed with reference to 
the father of capitalistic theo­
ry, Adam Smith, who Cavanaugh 
tells us presumed that free exchange
happens when a transaction is mutually beneficial by 
being voluntary and informed. From this point we are 
led to a couple of conclusions of which the most im­
portant for Cavanaugh, is that the free market has no 
telos—no common ends for which each parties desire is 
directed. In engaging freedom and unfreedom, people’s 
desires become the center, because ones telos orders ones 
understanding of life, and therefore the 
desires that they act upon. Drawing 
upon Augustine’s writing about 
free will, he incisively shows 
that true freedom must 
have its end (telos) as 
life in God; therefore 
real desire takes the 
eschatological re­
newal seriously in 
the present. This 
allows Chris­
tian desire to be 
ordered rightly 
and thus our un­
derstanding of 
freedom is not 
based on what the 
state and its corol­
lary market econo­
mies mean by the 
word. He concludes 
the first section, “... 
churches should take an 
active role in fostering eco-
Continued on page 3
If you have preliminarily leafed through this issue 
to any extent, you can tell that we here at the SEMI 
heartily enjoy lists. You might also notice what ap­
pears to be a slight oxymoronic quality to the juxta­
position of the cover aticle and said lists. That is, it 
seems a bit strange to have a cover article discussing 
consumerism, then lists in the issue that seem to 
encourage rampant consuming.
Yet, this is not as contradictory as it seems. For, 
as Sam Andress relates (if I read him corectly), the 
consuming is not at fault in and of itself. It is the 
nature and tendancy to discard, to diassocite one­
self from the social and political world. Thus, the- 
real danger of this consumerism is a loss of com­
munity. This is essentially what these types of list 
articles are about, in a way.
While having fun and recreating is important as 
far as self-care and rest is concerned, it is also essen­
tial for relationships, for community. When 
I decide to go fishing or catch a film at a 
cool venue, I do it with people. O f course, 
there is nothing wrong with solitude, it is 
immensely helpful at times. But, as we rec­
reate and goof off this summer, we must 
remember that all we do is in the midst 
of community. What we consume affects 
people, and who we consume it with.
“Igot some new pajamas with pockets in 'em. 
Which is great, because before that, I  used to 
have to hold stu ff when I  slept. But now I ’m 
like, ‘Where’s my planner? There it is. “Keep 
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Photographie Thoughts
^fSgtr  - ■ •:
Cross and the Flag, Hendersonville, North Carolina, by Scott Arany
What do you think about this image? What does this say to you about politics and religion in 
America? Send us your thoughts at semi-editor@fuller.edu. Also, feel free to send in your summer 
photos; let us know what you did this summer!
CONSUMERISM Continued from page 1
nomic practices that are consonant 
with the true ends of creation.
Refreshingly, consumerism is not 
addressed with a wagging of the fin­
ger and a guilt trip. He tells a story 
of a college kid who sells his forehead 
as advertising space and notes that 
what marks consumer culture is not 
first greed, but its powerful ability 
to transform anything into a com­
modity. This cultural reality has led 
to our detachment from things (and 
people), noting that consumerism 
is not so much about us wanting to 
hoard more, but more of our ability 
to quickly discard what we do have to
get more—the new! From a theologi­
cal perspective the point is helpfully 
made that this sort of societal dispo­
sition is not inconsequential, it is a 
“spiritual disposition and shapes the 
way we see and live in the world. His 
analysis goes on to show how as con­
sumer culture progresses, its forces in­
creasingly detach us from the produc­
ers of the real goods. In this setting, 
people and social locations no longer 
play into the ethics of our exchange 
practices; only the corporate slogans 
and symbols form us, causing us to be 
shaped by narratives which most of­
ten do not have the same telos as the
Christian narrative. Thus it seems all 
the necessary information for a truly 
free exchange is most of the time not 
available to us. 0
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How to Waste Your Summer
Productivity is Overrated
By Ben Cassil and Scott Arany
W A R N IN G : This list is completely arbitrary. Likewise; it is a|rci
Bowl.
www.bowlluckystrike.com • www.nintendo.com/wii
Ahh yes, bowling. The smell of feet, cigarette smoke and 
floor polish. The delight of cooling your fingers with a 
convenient finger blower. Seeing how heavy a ball you can hurl and still 
retain use o f your wrist. There are many run-of-the-mill alleys within 
easy reach, but if you want something a little more trendy check out 
Lucky Strike in Hollywood. Plush seating, fancy food and a buzzing 
atmosphere make these lanes a bit more appealing than your standard 
flashing turkey animation. An added bonus is easy access from the Metro 
Red Line. If you’re feeling 
a bit more Jestson-esque, 
splurge for a Nintendo 
Wii, and you can forgo all 
of that annoying human 
interaction for a simulated 
bowling reality.
Burn.
http://www.beachcalifornia.com/beach-bonfires-califomia.html4)™ g  Many people are fascinated with fire, ourselves included.
Some would call this a disorder: pyromania. We disagree, 
fire is freaking cool. If you do not understand, perhaps you do not un­
derstand why a sunset is pretty, or why Life is Beautiful makes everyone 
cry. Like fire, most humans love the beach. So, why not combine these 
two universal interests into one amazing activity? Enter the beach bon­
fire. You can buy wood locally in Pasadena, or try the on-site wood mer­
chants (just don’t burn treated wood). Gather up some buddies, marsh­
mallows and wieners and 
try out one of the many free 
fire ring-equipped beaches.
Dockweiler Beach is the 
closest, and since it sits in 
close vicinity to LAX, a 
main attraction is the deaf­
ening roar of aircraft over­
head. So lighten up.
Golf.
www.arroyoseco.com2)jg  Feel like brushing up on yi b  tl 
ern neighbors in South P ia h 
affordable and fun golf experiences ar< t tl 
Course. If multi-colored balls and fan 
out the mini golf course, complete witL le a 
pop. Equally affordable is the more grc > (li 
which students can fre­
quent for as little as $10 
for nine holes. A visit to 
this course will cure you 
of the notion that golf is 
expensive. So grab your 
clubs and make the ball 
go in its home. Fore!
Fish.
www.dfg.ca.gov/fish.5) mm
makes for a great chase, an| 
our worthy aquatic adversaries. When 
suffocate, there is nothing like a little 1 
While it may seem like a ridiculous projj 
doorsy hobby in the metropolitan sprav 
are actually quite a few fishing spots I  
While a fishing license is a pricey obstacl 
($39), you can get by without one if y<| 
from a pier. You can even 
rent rods at most piers for 
a modest price. For inland 
fishing venues, check out 
the online fishing guide 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/fish. I 
mean, who doesn’t want 
to eat something that eats 
worms? Delicious.
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Many people decide to do something "productive" during the summer. Take a lot of intensive classes, 
read some books, work on your thesis, organize, or whatever. That is not your style. You prefer to participate in 
the best type of stress-relieving, fun-inducing activities during your break, the kind that are fun with friends and 
do not produce stress. You want to waste some time. I'm here to help. How should you waste time this summer? 
Start by reading this article.
Iatrase in waste much.
lb throwing? Our south- 
1a have one of the most 
t  the Arroyo Seco Golf 
n are your style, check 
:le and only two bucks a 
> (lighted) par 3 course,
ini>eople are as well. This 
mlus on equal footing with 
i tlution and traffic start to 
e iig to facilitate relaxation, 
oln to pursue such an out- 
aweater Los Angeles, there 
; «thin reach of Pasadena, 
taltart your angling hobby 
yelp your line in the ocean
Drive.
gokartworld.com • www.k1speed.com
Drive a go-cart. The carts at Go Kart World in Carson are fast and the 
tracks are slick, making a fun time for all. Get a big group together, and 
enjoy some good discounts. This is pretty much the only venue where you can plow 
into your friends at 28 MPH without 
negative repercussions on your insurance 
rates. If your taste is bit more refined, and 
your wallet more plentiful, check out the 
high-end electric carts at K1 Speed (loca­
tions all across Southern California). 30 
MPH feels much faster two inches from 
the ground.
5.4) Shake.http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/recenteqsww/Quakes/d1438B980.phpDid you feel the mountains tremble? Did you feel the earth move 
under your feet? Or as one student remarked after lecture, was 
the manifest power of God in nature revealed to you as never before? If so, welcome
to California. Here along the West Coast 
(or as those less cultured people living out 
east like to say, the “future Gulf of Phoe­
nix.” To them we like to say, “Yeah, well, 
we like our Ba-rock and roll ground-swell 
politics—you can keep your hurri-McCa- 
ins!”) you can enjoy the occasional earth­
quake or twelve, depending on the after­
shocks. The recent temblor that rocked 
Fuller Seminary late last month sent 
many of us running out of our buildings 
into the perceived safety of the commons. 
However, it’s important to know that the 
safest place to be in an earthquake is under 
a desk or table. If you want to go outside 
it’s your life. Just remember that outside is 
where the buildings will fall down— and 
that would truly be a wasted summer. 0
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Reel Entertainment
The Best Places to Watch Movies in Los Angeles
By Eugene Suen
Cemetery Screening: Cinespia
Hollywood Forever Cemetery 
6000 Santa Monica Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90038 
www.cinespia.org
Cost: $10 suggested donation. $5 on-site parking. 
(Street parking also available).
Possibly the coolest and most unusual film venue in 
LA, Cinespia allows you the chance to watch some 
of Hollywood’s greatest films amidst the graves of 
its most distinguished early stars. In the summer, 
the screening at the Hollywood Forever Cemetery 
takes place every Saturday and Sunday night at 
7:30, with the film projected onto the wall of the 
mausoleum that houses the likes of Peter Lorre and 
Rudolph Valentino. The vast expanse of outdoor 
grass area allows for comfortable seating, and a DJ 
spins tunes before and after the movie. The com­
munal movie-going experience has never been this 
much fun! Food and alcohol are allowed. Bring pil­
lows and blankets. Arrive early. (Don’t come if you 
can see dead people.)
Highlights: John Huges’ classic Sixteen Candles 
(8/9); one of the best American films of the 1970’s, 
Terrence Malick’s Badlands (8/16); and my favorite 
Alfred Hitchcock film Rear Window (8/23).
Other Notables
CineFamily
at the Silent Movie Theater
611 N Fairfax Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
www.cinefamily.org/
Cost: $10 general.
A film lover’s paradise, CineFamily screens its mov­
ies at the Silent Movie Theater near Hollywood in 
a casual, café-like setting (you can sit on couches, 
enjoy the ambience, and check out the cool deco­
rations and the pretentious hipsters sitting around 
you). It’s a theater with character. More important­
ly, their program provides a rich line-up organized 
around an astonishingly diverse set of themes. This 
month: the “Don’t Knock the Rock” festival, which 
showcases some of the best and latest rock docu­
mentaries; silent film classics every Wednesday 
night; samurai classics every Saturday morning; 
Disgustingly bloody horror films every Saturday 
night.. .that’s lots of stuff. Just check out their out­
standing website.
Highlights: French provocateur Catherine Breillat’s 
masterful film about adolescence, Fat Girl (8/22); 
Lynne Ramsay’s Ratcatcher (8/29).
• The American Film Institute (AFI) is continuing with its 100th Year Series at the ArcLight in Hollywood 
and Sherman Oaks. They are two of the best commercial theaters in town with amazing sound systems, and 
you get to pick your seat when you purchase tickets online. Highlights this month: Network (8/13); Juras­
sic Park (8/18); Woody Allen’s Oscar-winning, era-defining Annie Hall (8/20), The M atrix (8/23) (the only 
worthwhile entry in the sorry trilogy).
• New Beverly Cinema in Santa Monica screens two classics everyday of the week. Midnight cult classics 
every Friday night.
• My Apartment: My friends and I watch movies sometimes. Feel free to pop in. Bring food.
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You live in the middle of the film capital of the world. So why not forget that tedious church history 
paper for now (don't be a nerd during the summer!) and take advantage of some of the best movie theaters in 
the country? (I mean, how many times can you watch Batman smashing the Joker's head against the prison 
wall at Paseo? Speaking of which, that was a pretty cool scene though wasn't it? And who knew the Joker 
would turn out to be Batman's mother? Oh, i digress...)
Aero Theatre
(American Cinematheque)
1328 Montana Ave 
Santa Monica, CA 90403 
www.americancinematheque.com/Aero
Cost: $8 for students. $10 general.
A  great theater with one of the best (and biggest) 
screens in town, the Aero Theatre is distinguished by 
its spacious seating and outstanding programming, 
which includes everything from perennial classics 
to sneak previews. ¿Filmmakers make frequent ap­
pearances, and it’s near Santa Monica beach! (But 
why would you want to be out playing in the sun 
when you can sit alone in the dark staring at cel­
luloid and listen to other people masticate?)
Highlights: Free sneak preview of Woody Allens 
latest film, Vicky Cristina Barcelona (8/13); A Hard 
Days Night (8/20), Martin Scorseses The Last Waltz 
(8/31); Also exciting are the double features of 
Aliens with Pumpkinhead (8/15) and Predator with 
Predator I I  (8/16).
BEST DEAL IN TOWN
Regency Academy 6 (1003 E. Colorado Blvd): The 
cheapest theater around ($2 matinee, $3 evening, 
and $1 hot dogs!), and it’s right down the street on 
Colorado Blvd. They show second-run and current 
releases. New movies generally end up there in 4-6 
weeks. Free parking in the back lot on Catalina 
Blvd. They also, have an excellent collection of hot 
teas, perfect for those nights when you’re sick and 
tired of being stuck in the house. A great place for 
cheap dates for stingy people (aka seminarians).
UCLA Film Archive
Billy Wilder Theater at the UCLA Hammer Museum 
10899 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90024 
www.cinema.ucla.edu
Cost: Cost: $8 for students. $3 on-site parking.
Housed at the Billy Wilder Theater at the UCLA 
Hammer Museum, the UCLA Film Archive fea­
tures some of the finest film programming this 
side of the cinematic globe. Retrospectives, film 
preservation, special screenings...the Archive is a 
major cultural institution that does it all. The ele­
gant Billy Wilder Theater (which somehow calls to 
mind the hallucinatory time-travel sequence from 
Kubrick’s 2001, or mabe I just need to sober up) 
provides comfortable stadium seating. Filmmakers 
and scholars make frequent appearances to do in­
troduction and Q&A.
Highlights: The Exiles—landmark independent 
film from 1972 by Kent Mackenzie, a powerful 
day-in-the-life chronicle of Bunker Hill’s Native 
American community; a retrospectives of the best 
British films from the 1970s and ‘80s, including 
the early films of Mike Leigh (director of Secrets 
and Lies, Vera Drake), Stephen Frears (director of 
The Queen, High Fidelity), and Ken Loach (director 
of The Wind that Shakes the Barley)-, Master dancer/ 
choreographer Busby Berkeleys key films from the 
1930s and 40s.
Those who tout Eugene (third-year MDiv) as a bas­
tion of cinema prowess should be aware of his love 
for Babe: Pig in the City. Yes, really. (Note: Eugene 
finished this article during the LA earthquake. He 
risked his life for you.)
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FULLER LIBRARY CLOSURE
Friday, August 15  -  Tuesday September 2.
Due to the construction project, the library 
and computer lab will be closed: early at 5:00 
pm on Friday, August 15, 2008 and remain 
closed until 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Septem­
ber 2, 2008.
Students and faculty are encouraged to check 
out any books you may need ahead of time, 
and make alternative plans for computer ac­
cess and study space. The library will close.
No books or media will be available from any 
collection during that time; library staff will 
not have access to the building. Circulation 
periods will be extended and fines waived 
for items due during the closure. Books on 
course reserve will be temporarily relocated 
to PSY room 126 from 9am - 8pm (look 
for signs around campus). Library staff will 
be available to help patrons at this location. 
Faculty teaching summer courses may want 
to discuss in advance their course needs with 
reference staff. Remote access to the online 
databases and eBooks will not be affected.
Ministry Enrichment Seminars from Field 
Education
Hospital Chaplains: The Wounded 
Healers
Tues, Aug. 5, 2008, l:00pm -3:00pm  
Conference Room 2 2 0  (4 9 0 E. W alnut S t.) D i­
rectly across from  the bookstore, near the USPS 
m ailbox
Come hear an experienced hospital chap­
lain and current chaplain interns discuss the 
particular ministry challenges presented by 
hospital chaplaincy, day-to-day duties, emo- 
tional/spiritual challenges and growth, as 
well as the personal enrichment this hospital 
internship offers anyone planning a future in 
ministry. Rev. Wendy Terpstra will present.
Spiritual Care at the End of Life 
Thurs., Aug. 14, 2008, l:00pm -3:00pm , 
Geneva Room.
One of the most difficult challenges for min­
isters is how to provide effective spiritual care 
for people at the end o f life. Dr. Carlson, 
who is both a medical doctor and a pastor, 
will discuss how you can prepare yourself to 
provide effective care not only for those who 
are facing death, but for their families as well. 
He will also address how you can understand 
your own feelings about death and dying, 
and how those feelings may impact the care 
you give to others. Finally, he will provide 
some guidance on how to prepare a funeral 
or memorial service. Rev. Dr. Phil Carlson 
will present.
For more information about Field Educa­
tion, contact Parimal Roy: 626.584.5595, 
fe-advisor2@dept.fuller.edu.
Tickets to Amusement Parks: Student 
Life and Services sells tickets to Disneyland, 
Legoland ($42), Seaworld ($50 adults $44 
children) and Universal Studios ($46 adults, 
annual passes also available). Come by our 
office on the 2nd floor of the Catalyst, or call
626.584.5435.
Attention Bike Riders: Please remember to 
park your bicycles in the appropriate bike 
racks located in the SOP: east of the ramp, 
The Garth: close to the Refectory and behind 
the Mail Center, or in Barker Commons be­
tween the Catalyst and the Brehm Center. 
Remember to use a U-lock to prevent theft. 
As an extra precaution, you may register your 
bike with the Parking and Security office: 
626.584.5450.
Disability Seating Accommodation: The 
Access Services Office (ASO) appreciates 
your cooperation in ensuring that chairs and 
desks labeled “ASO Disability Accommoda­
tion: D O  N O T REMOVE” are left in their
designated places. Questions can be directed 
to ASO at 626.584.5439 or at aso-coordina- 
tor@dept.fuller.edu.
Use Joe's Stuff to buy and sell used text­
books, find a roommate, or get that second­
hand futon you’ve always wanted. Login to 
Portico at portico.fuller.edu, then click on 
“BUY/SELL used textbooks here” on the left 
side.
Obama or McCain? In lieu of the impending 
fall election, the SEMI is looking for contrib­
utors willing to write about political issues. If 
you are interested, email: semi-editor@fuller. 
edu.
Get Published! Do you have something to 
say? Need a venue for artistic expression, or 
simply a forum to create dialogue? Contrib­
ute to the SEMI! Whether you’re an artist, a 
photographer, a writer, or whatever, we can 
use your talents! Email: semi-editor@fuller. 
edu to get on the email list and start contrib­
uting. Now. I know you want to.
What Do You Think of the SEMI? We have 
had a lot of changes in all aspects of the SEMI 
this year, and we want to know your opin­
ions. W hat do you think o f  the layout, the 
articles, the tone? Do you have any helpful 
critiques? Let us know! Email: semi-editor@ 
friller.edu. The most helpful suggestion gets a 
mystery prize. Oooohhhh...
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. H rant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd., Pasa­
dena. Call 626.798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 25 years. 
Discount for students! Columbia Auto Body. 
1567 Colorado Blvd. 323.258.0565. Ask for John 
or Paul.
Massage Therapy. Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve you 
in nearby La Cañada. Liked by many at Fuller, 
she is part o f the Fuller community herself. Call 
626.660.6856 and visit www.relaxhealgrow.com.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business founded in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member o f Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because of our appreciation
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
Do You Need Mortgage Financing for a Home 
Purchase or Refinance? Contact Fuller alum 
Laurie Lundin at Vista Financial Advisors. 
626.825.6173. llundin@earthlink.net.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 
E. Walnut St. 626.793.0388. Monday — Friday, 8 
am — 5:30 pm.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dissertation consulta­
tions. Worked on hundreds o f projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. Designing “survivable” 
research proposals a specialty. Methods chapter 
tune-ups. Survey development. Provides multi­
variate data analysis using SAS or SPSS. Statisti­
cal results explained in simple English! Assistance 
with statistical table creation and report write-up. 
Final oral defense preparation. Fuller community 
discounts. Call for free phone consultation. Tom 
Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. E-mail tgranoff@ 
lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ MasterCard/ AMEX ac­
cepted.
Need a Typist, Transcriber or Editor? Simply 
bring me your papers, reports, etc. I’ll give you 
the professional touch. Low rates. Over 15 years 
o f experience. Call Robbie 626.791.1855.
The Services section o f the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals 
are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type of service before contracting or using it  
The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the services listed.
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